Assignment A2 – Select a Project

1.0
Introduction

In this assignment we will be looking at the three projects discussed in the previous assignment, and choosing one which I will continue to work on through the remainder of section A of the IVA.

2.0
Information

2.1
Project Selection

For the remainder of section A, I have decided to use my third project which I discussed, being the Educational Establishment. More specifically, I am going to be working towards the networking of Littlehampton Sea Cadet unit.

They are part of an organised, disciplined youth organisation. Their unit currently has around thirty cadets, seven members of staff, and a selection of parents, and unit management personnel. They are situated on the waterfront in Littlehampton, which allows them great access to the water, for them to do the water-borne side of their training. However, they are lacking in facilities on land for within their building. They are currently wishing to gain a small computer suite for the cadets to be able to use, for if they wish to attend in the evenings, but have school work to complete, and also for training purposes. They also wish to have a multimedia projector in each classroom, as this would benefit the cadets with their learning. Finally, they wish for the computers in the office of the unit to be networked together, aiding the paperwork side of the unit.

2.2
Reasons

I have selected this project for various reasons, which I will discuss below.

Firstly, it is a real life situation, and I will actually be implementing the network, at sometime in the near future.

Secondly, it is something which will be of a major benefit to the people who I work with, as it will expand the way which the teaching can be achieved.

The task suits my skills nicely, as it is a pretty simple task, which does not require too much additional learning to be done. The most difficult part of the project will be running the cables around, as I have not done this much before, but it should be pretty easy to achieve. Setting up the server with the users, groups, directories is simple, and I have been practising how to do it many times before at college. The remote access for the cadets to get at their files, will require me to do some research on how to do it, but I do not imagine that it will be too difficult to set up, and get running smoothly.

It will be nice to be able to complete this project, as it would be a great consolidation of what I have learned in networking from college.

2.3
Physical properties of the selected task

The cadet unit is in an old building, which is not a listed building, but it has very thick walls, which would majorly degrade any wireless signal. They will also be difficult to drill through, and they probably contain asbestos; making it also a health hazard when trying to drill through them. Of course, the cables also need to be inaccessible to the cadets, as them pulling on them is not really such a great idea. So, the cables will be run around the corner between the top of the walls and the ceiling. They will then have some thin trunking placed over them to put them out of sight, so hopefully they are projected. For the cables which are going downstairs, a small hole will be made in the floorboards, so that the cable can be run through under the floor to the correct room, then down a wall to a wall socket. Other cables will have to be inserted too, for the operation of the multimedia projector. These will be ceiling mounted in the classrooms, keeping them out of the way for the lessons, and meaning that the cadets cannot easily start to push buttons, and generally change settings on the projector.

The electricity supply within the building will have to be upgraded, as there are not currently enough power sockets in the “ICT Suite” within the unit.

In the unit, a secure loction has been found for the server, it will be locked away, so that cadets, and other staff members cannot access it to start “fiddling”. Only specified people will have the key to the servers location, and they will be under strict instructions to only do as little as possible to it.

3.0
Conclusion

In this section of the IVA, we have looked at the project which I have chosen to continue with. We have also considered the reasons why it was chosen, and had a brief look at the physical properties of the location into which the network will be implemented.

