Chichester College

National Diploma in Computing



National Diploma for IT Practitioners Assignment

	Course Title
	ICT Systems Support
	Code
	CIT384CF2A

	Module Title
	IVA Project
	Code
	U2069
	Unit
	24

	Tutor(s)
	David Cluley, Neil McAlpine

	Assignment Number
	5
	Version
	1.0

	Assignment Title
	Task B1 — Investigative Report

	Issue Date
	5 February 2008
	Due Date
	29 February 2008

	Feedback Date
	15 February 2008
	Feedback Return 
	26 February 2008

	Return to Student by
	

	Written by
	David Cluley
	Date
	23 December 2007

	Verified by
	Carole Holmes 
	Date
	3rd January 2007

	Outcomes Assessed

	

	Grading Criteria

	Pass (P)
	P1
Demonstrate a knowledge of networking benefits and limitations

P2
Describe the purpose of domains and directory services

	Merit (M)
	M1
Compare and contrast different network topologies

M2
Understand how various domain configurations might be used by an organisation building a complex network

	Distinction (D)
	D1
Evaluate the merits of different networking approaches available to-day

D2
analyse a range of different network topologies indicating where cost, technical demands and future use influence choice


When you use the web or other sources as a resource you must be aware of copyright implications.  All pictures, diagrams, quotations etc. must be referenced with a source at the place it appears in your assignment and the source details must appear in the bibliography.  Excessive use of downloaded material or failure to identify sources of information will result in the assignment being referred.

Assignment Overview

Objectives:  Demonstrate an understanding of how more complex networks are 


designed

Background: As per IVA Specification
	Deliverables:

For Task B1 you have to write a report for the company running the StudentPhones.com service.  They wish to expand their initial simple setup to operate in different locations in the UK but with centralised management and resources.

You have to write a report in 4 sections:

1) Introduction

2) Network Topologies

3) Network Domains and Services

4) Conclusions

For more details be sure to check the IVA Specification

For PASS criteria you must:

5) Describe the benefits and limitations of networks.  This involves listing all the advantages you can think of — with examples — so do not just mention sharing resources but give examples of the types of resource that can be shared.  You also need to list limitations of networks — again with examples where appropriate.

6) Describe the functions of domains and directory services; what they are and why we use them.

For MERIT criteria you should:

7) Describe the various different network topologies.  Compare their relative advantages and disadvantages explaining the circumstances in which you might choose one rather than another

8) Explain how different domain structures might be set up to build a complex network.  You might need to do some research to be sure you know how the different domain systems work.  Use the proposed expansion plans of StudentPhones.com to illustrate your discussion.

For DISTINCTION criteria you should:

9) Extend your discussion of different networks to include evaluations of the merits of the different methods.  Essentially you should be including a detailed analysis of different types of networking.

10) Extend your discussion of network topologies to include financial analysis of the various options and to include consideration of technical advances and potential future requirements.  Use the proposed plans of StudentPhones.com to illustrate your arguments.
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