Assignment B1 – Investigative Report

1.0
Introduction

In this assignment we will be discussing the various benefits and limitations associated with networks. As well as the advantages of domains and directory services, clearly showing why there are used.

2.0
Information


2.1
Benefits of Networks

In this section we will be discussing the various benefits of networking, I will list some benefits out, and then a discussion will be made next to each, explaining it, and confirming as to why it is a benefit.

· Data can be shared between users. Having a network installed within an office would be very beneficial, as it would allow all types of electronic data to be shared, without requiring the workers to be running around with portable data storage devices, such as CDs, and USB sticks putting them into each computer which they need the data to be on.

· Data can be shared nearly instantly. Networks will allow you to transfer the shared data to other machines nearly instantly, after deciding to share the file.

· Cause additional productivity. Networks can speed up a companies productivity, as they will allow many different users to be able to be working on the same project, whilst talking to each other about it, and being able to share it.

· Using networks, the data can be shared over long distances, for example, between an office in England and one in Australia.

· Easy to set access rights. Using a network will easily allow a company to ensure that its users only have access to certain things on the computers, for example, stopping them being able to play games, or view certain websites.

· Easily distribute software. If the company purchases a new piece of software which it wishes to be put onto all computers, or even an update of an existing program, it can all be sent over the network. This will make it much easier for the people who are in charge of the computers within the company.

· Data accessibility. The people working within the company will be able to log onto any computer, and be able to access their data.


2.2
Limitations of Networks

In this section, the limitations of using networks will be listed, and will also be explained, confirming why it is a limitation.

· More equipment required to make it work. The equipment required to make the network operate correctly costs a fair amount of money, so a manual solution should also be looked in to.

· Data storage. Because the data is all being stored in one central location, it will mean that larger devices for storing the data will have to be purchased, and these tend to cost more.

· Server crashes. If the company is running just one server, or does not have proper backup software set up, then the workers at the company would not manage to get any work done as their files would be inaccessible, or they would be unable to log into the computers.


2.3
Domains

Domains are a gathering of computers, and can be used to connect them together under one “umbrella”. The domain can be set up so that users can connect to it externally, or use different computers within the domain. The signals sent around the domain would be secure, as they would only be sent to specific computers.


2.4
Directory Services

3.0
Conclusion

