Review taken from: http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/search/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1000504029 
Master and Commander

Every innocuous creak in a wooden plank is turned into part of a glorious adventure thanks to the 5.1-channel Dolby Digital and DTS surround sound on the 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment Widescreen release, "Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World (2221429, $30). The film's wonderfully intricate and distinct sound effects unfurl across your viewing room, making even the arduous journey through the doldrums a thrilling experience.

The 2003 film, directed by Peter Weir, resurrects yet another moribund genre: the seafaring action film. Set two centuries ago, Russell Crowe is the commander of a British warship that chases a more sophisticated French vessel around the edges of South America. The film itself is an adventure into the past and one of its principal joys is its resurrection of the habits, manners and lifestyles that were practiced aboard a sailing ship at that time. Like sailing itself, the narrative is always going somewhere, and yet it has a leisurely feel, allowing the viewer to savor the details and the miniature dramas that develop along the way. 

Normally, a film with that sort of narrative would discourage multiple viewings. The DVD changes that, however, because the soundtrack is so captivating. The picture, which is letterboxed with an aspect ratio of about 2.35:1 and an accommodation for enhanced 16:9 playback, looks terrific. It is crisp and totally accommodating to the delicate lighting. From there, the sound transports you. It is so meticulously designed that you want to come back again and again to relive not only the loudest moments, but the quietest.

The DTS track is slightly crisper than the 5.1 Dolby track, but either one delivers the film with glorious panache. The 138-minute program has an alternate French audio track in 5.1 Dolby, an alternate Spanish track in standard stereo and optional English and Spanish subtitles. 

For those left wanting more, however, Fox has also released a two-platter Collector's Edition (2221757, $40). The first platter is identical to the Widescreen release, while the second platter contains a load of special features. A 68-minute documentary goes over all aspects of the production, from Weir's initial involvement and script development, to the researching, the casting, the staging, the special effects, the sound and the music. 

There is also a standard 25-minute HBO promotional documentary, and between the two efforts, you get a very thorough portrait of how the film was put together. They set up shop in Mexico, filming part of the ship scenes on a huge outdoor set that they could rock and jiggle at will, and part on a real boat.

There is also a 19-minute piece in which Weir talks in more detail about getting a feel for the props, the era and the story as he did his pre-production work. He discusses the difficulty of transposing the novel into a movie. "If you have too much respect, you can trip yourself up, you can create kind of a fetish out of it. You can make an altar out of it, but it's not much good for the audience. It still has to work as a film, and to translate a book to the screen, well, it is just as different as creating music from a book." 

The film's amazing audio track is given plenty of attention in a terrific 18-minute segment, along with a little demo piece, where you can playback the different microphone placements that recorded the shooting of a canon. 

A 30-minute segment looks at the movie's visual effects, and there is a segment that presents the different angles shot during a couple action sequences, a good collection of conceptual drawings and plans, three trailers and 25 minutes of deleted scenes mostly capturing different aspects of life on the ship, organized nicely into thematic groupings. Finally, along with a pleasing booklet full of pictures, there is a terrific map of the heroes' journey presented as a jacket insert that you can hang on your wall or hold in your hand the next time you watch the film to keep track of where they are.

The complete database of Doug Pratt's DVD-video reviews is available at http://dvdlaser.com. A sample copy of the DVD-Laser Disc Newsletter can be obtained by calling (516) 594-9304.

Although you said to highlight things in the last couple of paragraphs, I feel that it is not to do with the film, instead I feel that it is to do with the DVD.
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Summary

Every innocuous creak in a wooden plank is turned into part of a glorious adventure thanks to the 5.1-channel Dolby Digital and DTS surround sound on the 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment Widescreen release, "Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World (2221429, $30). The film's wonderfully intricate and distinct sound effects unfurl across your viewing room, making even the arduous journey through the doldrums a thrilling experience.

Set two centuries ago, Russell Crowe is the commander of a British warship that chases a more sophisticated French vessel around the edges of South America. The film itself is an adventure into the past and one of its principal joys is its resurrection of the habits, manners and lifestyles that were practiced aboard a sailing ship at that time. Like sailing itself, the narrative is always going somewhere, and yet it has a leisurely feel, allowing the viewer to savor the details and the miniature dramas that develop along the way. 

Normally, a film with that sort of narrative would discourage multiple viewings. The DVD changes that, however, because the soundtrack is so captivating. The picture looks terrific. It is so meticulously designed that you want to come back again and again to relive not only the loudest moments, but the quietest. They set up shop in Mexico, filming part of the ship scenes on a huge outdoor set that they could rock and jiggle at will, and part on a real boat.

