Language and Communications – Presenting Researched Information

1.
Introduction

Emma Moore has requested an informal report on the history and development of mobile phones. This report is part of the Language and Communications module. 

2.
Information

The information for this informal report has been collected from personal knowledge and from internet resources.
2.1
History

Mobile phones first came from where people were using radio rigs, and two-way radios. The first mobile phones were fitted into cars. Between 1946 and 1950 the worlds first mobile phone was created and tested in Sweden by their police force, this phone was capable of half a dozen phone calls before the cars battery died. During the late 1940s phones became available for many police forces, although they needed manual operators to transfer the calls from mobiles to the land line.
In Sweden in 1956 Ericsson released the first fully automated mobile phone. The good thing was that this phone did not need any manual intervention, unfortunately, it weighed 40kg. The upgraded version of this was released in 1965, it weighed 9kg.

The first truly successful commercial mobile phone network was the ARP network in Finland, which was launched in 1971. ARP is now sometimes viewed as a zeroth generation (0G) cellular network.

On the 3rd April 1973, Motorola employee Dr. Martin Cooper called Joel Engel, head of research at AT&T's Bell Labs, while walking the streets of New York talking on the first Motorola DynaTAC prototype. 
In 1978 Bell Labs launched a trial of the first commercial mobile network in Chicago.

First Generation Cellular
The first hand held mobile phone to become fully available was the Motorola DynaTAC 8000X, in 1983. Mobile phones began to appear through the 1980s with the introduction of mobile phones based on networks with many base stations located close to each other. Mobile phones were larger than ones currently in use, and at first, all were designed for permanent installation in cars. Motorola introduced the first truly portable, hand held phone. These systems later became known as first generation (1G) mobile phones.

Second Generation Cellular
In the 1990s, second generation (2G) mobile phone systems began to be introduced. The frequencies used by the 2G systems in Europe were higher.

Coinciding with the introduction of 2G systems was a general trend away from larger "brick style" phones towards much smaller 100–200g hand-held devices. This change was made possible by technological improvements such as more advanced batteries and more energy-efficient electronics, but was also related to the larger amount of mobile phone ariels caused by the increase in usage levels.

Third Generation Cellular
Not long after networks were introduced, the development of 3G was started. There were many different standards with different contenders pushing their own technologies, however, an international standard has been set.

Live streaming of radio and television to 3G handsets is one of the future directions for the mobile phone industry, with companies from RealPlayer and Disney recently announcing services.

2.2
Health issues

Mobile phones will apparently give you a disease if you use them, or if you live close to the base stations, no-one seems to be sure what disease it gives you, as many different people say many different things, a few of the favourite are: cancer, brain tumors and infertility. However, nothing has yet been proved either way about the problems caused. Villages which are situated close to mobile base stations are normally filled with people who are very conscience about their health, they also tend to go over the top about their health, this is what causes problems for the rest of the community. The advice from the government is for adults to try to limit the amount that they use their mobiles, and for children/teenagers to mainly text because it will put out less radiation.
3.
Conclusion

I got the history information from Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_mobile_phones (annex 1)

This source has advantages and disadvantages. Advantages: it is edited by a number of people so the information is more likely to be correct, it is updated often, it has all the information I required. The disadvantages are that it could be edited by anyone, and that the information may not be correct.

I got the health issues information from BBC, http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/shouldiworryabout/mobiles.shtml (annex 2)

This source has some advantages and disadvantages. Advantages: it is on the BBC website, and it is likely to have correct information. Disadvantages: the text is written by one person, and therefore, may convey their point of view and not the complete truth.
-Philip Smith-


